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Curve Balls
As the Community Chaplain/School Ministry Worker at St Paul Lutheran 
I regularly have candid conversations with students about their daily 
challenges. Part of my Chaplaincy role is to help children who are going 
through tough times, or who may have suffered loss of one kind or 
another – of which there are many kinds.  

Sometimes there is little that can be said, little that can be done to make 
it any better. Life can certainly send us curve balls that we never see 
coming. We all know the saying - change and loss for that matter, is a part 
of life. How true that is. Some change is good and some change can be 
devastating. Maybe we just have a difficult road to journey on, for a time – 
like the seasons of the year, it is not usually never-ending.  

It is a privilege to walk alongside children and families in our St Paul 
community, to journey through the ups and downs with them. Sometimes 
it is honestly just having a person to share feelings with, to listen to them, 
to just ‘be there’, walking alongside them.  

As Christians we have a constant, reliable friend who is always by our side.  
There to listen, to talk to and to just be there, right beside us.  Jesus - the 
ultimate comforter. So when you are thrown your next ‘curve ball’, look to 
Jesus as the constant one, the friend beside you on your journey, for God 
promises to always be there for us, no matter what.

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so 
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive 
from God”.  2 Corinthians 1 : 3-4

Submitted by Louise Venning

Upcoming Events
WEEK 7
THU 28 NOV
• School Tour 6:15pm

FRI 29 NOV
• Sport Presentation Assembly

WEEK 8
MON 2 DEC
• Class Carers Dinner
TUE 3 DEC
• Reception Christmas Concert dress 
rehearsal
• Year 3 Planetarium Excursion
WED 4 DEC
• Reception Christmas Concert
• Year 6 Graduation Dinner
FRI 6 DEC
• Assembly General Presentation
• School reports sent home
• Shed Men

WEEK 9
MON 9 DEC
• Move up Morning
TUE 10 DEC
• Class Parties
• School Tour 9.15am
• Senior Celebration
WED 11 DEC
• End of Year Service at Endeavour 7:00pm
• Term 4 Concludes



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Swimming

From the School Chairperson
AISSA AWARD FOR ST PAUL

Last week, Jason Fay and Leila Mattner attended an 
Association of Independent Schools South Australia 
function where they were both awarded with the Noel 
Volk Excellence Award, for outstanding contribution 
to the Independent sector. During the presentation, 
reference was made to the work that they do assisting 
many other independent schools, including conducting 
learning tours of St Paul Lutheran School. Awards such 
as this acknowledge the work of all of the staff at St 
Paul, particularly our teachers as they work towards 
continually refining their craft as high quality teachers, 
and willingly share their learning with others during 
tours of St Paul. I extend my congratulations to Jason 
and Leila for their leadership in teaching and learning at 
St Paul, and to all St Paul teachers.

Scott Hartwig|School Chairperson

From the Principal
REPORTS AND INFORMATION FOR 2020

At the time of writing this, teachers have been spending 
long hours and most likely the past several weeknights 
and weekends writing your child’s school reports as well 
as meeting together for class allocation discussions. 
I am thankful for the commitment that each of our 
teachers show in taking the time to accurately reflect 
the learning and development of every child in his/her 
class, whilst also continuing the valuable classroom 
teaching and learning during the last few weeks of the 
year.
I know that many students and parents are waiting 
breathlessly for information about class allocations 
and teaching staff for 2020. We are currently in the 
process of class allocations, which takes into account 
many considerations, including those that have been 
discussed with Jason Fay in recent weeks. In addition, 
I am working with teaching staff, as well as teacher 

assistants, to finalise arrangements for 2020. Our 
teaching teams will be announced at the same time 
as class allocations. These will be sent home with 
student reports on Friday 6 December. Please note that 
separated families’ envelopes will be posted in the days 
prior to December 6. Whilst we make every attempt to 
ensure that these arrive at the correct time, the timing 
of the post is not an exact science and we appreciate 
your understanding in the timing of these.

To further support the transition process for 2020, 
students will have the opportunity for a ‘Move up 
Morning’ on Monday December 9. This will be an 
opportunity for students to spend the morning with 
their new teacher and peers. Please note that the 
Senior students and students not returning to St Paul in 
2020 will be supervised during this time. 

Please also note that a package of medical and contact 
information forms for 2020 will be sent home in the 
final week of school. I encourage you to complete the 
paperwork and return promptly to be on top of your 
preparations for the new year.

STAFFING NEWS
We congratulate Jess Lampshire on her appointment 
to classroom teacher at a school in the Adelaide Hills 
for 2020. This is much closer to home for Jess and we 
celebrate with her in this positive change for her family. 
We will update you with more staffing information in 
the coming weeks as we work to secure a replacement 
for Jess.

Leila Mattner|Principal



From the Deputy Principal
ASSEMBLY IN WEEK 7 AND 8
Please join us this week at our Sport Presentation 
Assembly. Students who have represented the school 
on the sports field this year will be recognised for their 
achievements and representation.
In Week 8, we celebrate our Presentation Assembly. 
School Captains for 2020 will be announced and 
presented, the Magazine cover will be revealed and 
other student groups such as SRC, Choir and Chapel 
Band will also be recognised. 
Both of these assemblies will be in the Chapel. It has 
been fantastic to see so many parents and friends 
on Wednesday and Friday mornings over the course 
of the year. Thank you for supporting the students 
and teachers who spend so much time preparing and 
rehearsing for these events.

END OF YEAR SERVICE
Our End-of-Year Service, including the Year Six 
Graduation, takes place at 7:00pm on Wednesday 11 
December in the Endeavour Centre, Endeavour College. 
This is a final worship service for all students and is 
compulsory school event for students in Reception to 
Year 6. If you are unable to attend please email your 
child’s class teacher as soon as possible.

Students are required to wear official summer uniform 
on the night. Students may wear their P.E uniform 
during the day on Wednesday so their summer uniform 
is clean for the evening service. On arrival at the 
Endeavour Centre, children are to assemble in class 
groups, outside the main entrance, by 6:40 pm.
Families of graduating students are invited to gather 
in the Endeavour Centre foyer for pre-service 
refreshments from 6:00pm. Year 6 parents are given 
first access to the auditorium at 6:30 pm. Remaining 
families will be permitted to enter the foyer from 6:30 
pm, before being seated from 6:40 pm.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
CONCERT DVDS 
There are still a few ‘Mad Mad Movies’ concert DVDs 
available from the front office for $25.00 each.

STATIONERY FOR 2020
Please note that this year there will not be individual 
stationery/booklists sent home for 2020. The teachers 
will order bulk stationery for the class which will be 
used next year.

RECEPTION CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Please join us next Wednesday 4 December for the 
Reception Christmas Concert. The students will be 
sharing the Christmas message in the Hall at 9am for a 
9.15am start. A big thanks to Ms Williams, Miss Gracey, 
Mr Sheedy and the other staff who have helped with 
the preparation of this concert. Please note there will 
be no Chapel on this morning.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
TERM 4 FEES
Term 4 fees are now overdue. 
Please settle your account as 
soon as possible, alternatively, 
please contact the Business 
Manager rmader@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au

Term 1, 2020 fees will be emailed out to families next 
week.

SPLASH FEES

Could all SPLASH families please ensure that you settle 
your accounts by the end of December.

Robyn Mader|Business Manager

mailto:rmader@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
mailto:rmader@stpaulba.sa.edu.au


FROM THE SRC- CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Starting from Monday 18 November until Friday 29 
November the SRC have decided to support Lutheran 
Community Care by collecting items to make Christmas 
Hampers for needy families in the Blair Athol area. Each 
class will have an empty box that has been decorated 
by the SRC (and friends) and we are asking everyone to 
collect items to put in the boxes. Items include biscuits 
(sweet and savoury), cereal, Christmas pudding, tinned 
ham/turkey, canned fruit and vegetables, long life 
custard, long life milk and juice, pasta, rice, pasta sauce, 
jam, vegemite, tinned tuna, tea, coffee and milo, etc. 
Thank you for your support. 
The SRC

END OF YEAR IN THE LIBRARY
This is the last week for student borrowing for 2019. 
All library resources – books, CDs and DVDs will be due 
back by the end of next week (Week 8). This will also be 
the final week for Take Home Readers to be issued - 
they will be due back next Wednesday (Week 8).

The library will continue to remain open for lunch time 
activities with some great Christmas craft coming up in 
the next couple of weeks.

Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager

SHED MEN

When: Friday 6 Dec @ 6:30pm
Where: Leon’s House - 49 Lionel Ave, Blair Athol (come 
down side of the house)
What: Bring some meat for the BBQ and some of your 
favourite beverages. This will be the last Shed Men BBQ 
for 2019 - Great opportunity to meet some of the other 
St Paul Shed Men. All are welcome.

Regards, Leon Semmens, 0432 575 126

LIONS CHRISTMAS CAKES AND PUDDINGS
Lions christmas cakes and puddings are available to 
purchase from the school office. (Cash only)

ST PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL APP

Last week you should have received an email from the 
school with a link to log into our school app. This app is 
a parent portal and a communication tool for sharing 
important information and alerts from the school. 

Our aim is to have every family signed up to this 
application. The email is being sent to all caregivers 
listed for your child so that every person has access. 
Please take the time to log into this app and have a 
look at the information provided through it. Previous 
student reports, absentee data and copies of accounts 
and receipts can be viewed through this portal.

We will also be using this to send out reminders such 
as sports practices and events. Caregivers can also 
notify the school of student absences through the app. 
Our other communication methods will remain in place, 
but I encourage all parents and caregivers to access the 
app. 

Please contact the school office on 8260 2655 or 
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au should you did not receive 
an email or if you need any help.

mailto:admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 


St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
A WONDERFUL CELEBRATION!
Thank you to everyone who joined us at our Celebration Worship Event 
on Sunday 17 November. To all the young people who helped make the 
service come alive with enthusiasm, bubbling energy and so much fun – 
thank you for bringing such joy to our St Paul congregation. Thank you to 
Seb Duff, Rachel Ratsch, Scarlett Nuske, Clara Fay, Cassie Hughes, Hugh 
Mackey, Evie Madigan, Mya Kostiw, Isabella Venning and Zoe Edgecomb for 
being in our Dr Seuss ‘Horton Hatches the Egg’ Skit and for attending many 
a rehearsal in break times!  Thank you to Hayden Duff, Bolt Nguyen, Laura 
Monger, Maliya Martin and Makayla Hughes for their beautiful readings and 
a very special mention to Xavier Campbell-Hand for his help with writing a 
prayer about those affected by the recent bushfires. Also thank you to Ms 
Sarah Williams and particularly Mrs Marlise JanetskI for leading on the day 
our St Paul Junior Choir members, who came along to share their beautiful 
Christmas Carols with us. We look forward to celebrating the Christmas 
Season with the St Paul community in the coming weeks.

SPY
St Paul Youth for young people in Years 6-8 next meets on Friday 6 
December, 7-9pm in the Church hall. Cost $2.  Join Ebony, Renate and 
Nicole for some fun and faith talks (and sardines)! This will be our last night 
for 2019. Please contact Nicole for details as we will be heading out. Nicole 
0412 686 342

PLAYGROUP

St Paul Playgroup is on Tuesday mornings from 9:00am in the hall. Our 
theme is Mem Fox books! Everyone welcome, come and join us for coffee 
and a chat. 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER WISH LIST – LUTHERAN COMMUNITY CARE
Our St Paul congregation supports the LCC Christmas Hamper Wish List 
Program and we are a collection location here at Blair Athol.  If you would 
like to contribute and donate any of the listed items, we would be most 
grateful for your support. There is a box for donations in the Front Office 
and we will be collecting until Monday 2 December (Week 8).
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Lions Christmas Cakes 
and Puddings 

 
1.5kg Traditional Christmas Cake 

 

$17.00 
1 kg Traditional Christmas Cake 

 

$13.00 
Traditional Christmas Pudding  

 

$13.00 
 

Available from the office…(Cash Only) 
 


